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♦EDIT0WL-M20TES.-* 



The Study of a Book.— In a " Contributed Note " (p. 83), Eev. A. A. Pfanstiehl 
pleads for the study of the Bible in its entirety. The plea is a strong one ; no one 
can dispute the reasonableness of it. In the same connection, we would urge the 
study of the several books of the Bible, as distinct books. It is true that one's 
ideas as to the authorship, occasion, purpose of a book must depend upon his 
study of the details of the book. In many cases the occasion can only be ascer- 
tained by a minute and critical analysis of every verse and even of every word in 
the book. It is also true, however, that one's interpretation of detached verses will 
be largely affected by his conception of the occasion and purpose of the book. 
While, therefore, it is necessary to examine with great care each verse, in order, 
from the material thus gathered, to decide the general questions which arise con- 
cerning every writing, it is also necessary to have clear and comprehensive 
ideas on these general questions to decide with certainty the force of words and 
phrases. 

The majority of Bible students are inclined to neglect this general work. 
The idea prevails that words have fixed meanings, that a sentence must mean the 
same thing, without particular reference to the speaker, the time, or the circum- 
stances. This idea, we say, prevails largely, and it is, we are assured, the great- 
est bane of modem biblical study. Men must learn that the same words in the 
mouth of Moses, or of David, or of Ezra meant, in each case, something different. 
Before the true force of an expression can be understood, there must be known 
the general purpose of the whole book of which that expression is a part. Each 
book in the Canon had a purpose to serve. Let us take up the Bible by books 
and seek to ascertain, so far as there is a basis for a decision, the place, the pur- 
pose of that particular book. Such study will make us broader and better Bible 
students. 



Model Preachers. — Do pastors generally regard in a true light the office and 
work of the Old Testament prophet ? It is conceded by all teachers and students 
that for the preacher there is no better help than the study of other preachers and 
their preaching. And so, those who are preparing for the ministry, as well as 
those who are in the active work of the ministry, devote attention to the study of 
sermons preached by the world's great preachers, Whitefield, Chalmers, Edwards, 
and a host of others. This, of course, is as it should be. But does not the Old Testa- 
ment give us the lives of some most wonderful preachers ? And does this same 
volume not contain the record of some most wonderful sermons V It is not to be 
forgotten that these preachers sustained the same relation to their times, as do 
ours to the present time. Our conception of the prophet is too frequently an er- 
roneous one. We fail to appreciate the fact that, like our ministers, it was his 
function to rebuke sin and to warn the impenitent, to direct men's thoughts to 
salvation through a Messiah, to act as the authorized expounder of the principles 
of the law as he knew it. We think of him rather as a hermit, as an ascetic, as 
one falling into ecstasies, as mechanically uttering words placed in his mouth by 



